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X.

THE RIVALS OF THE CANONICAL
GOSPELS.

EFORE T bring this set of Lectures to a
- close you will naturally expect me to my ‘
something about Apocryphal Gospels, the unsuc-
cessful rivals of the Canonical Four. It will be
impossible, of course, to do more than touch upon
this great subject, so full of difficulties and un-
solved problems in almost all its branches.  Some
p&t‘tfﬁ of the subject, indeed, are not only difficult
but dull, except to the specialist investigator, |
For there is little doubt what constitutes the
main interest of the Apocryphal Gospels, at least
for most minds, It is, in one word, a reflexion
of the surpassing interest of the Canonical Gospels,
From the Canonical Gospels the world has learnt
the story of Jesus Chirist, and even {%zm& to whom
the tale means little or nothis
the immense influence
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Portrait from the official Church Canon, and we
cannot but zzgk whether somethi g new and yet
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THE REJECTED GOSPELS

true may not lie hidden in the rejected accounts
of His sayings and doings on earth. The Church’s
chosen documents may only tell us what the
Church wants us to learn: is it not possible to
get another and a different glimpse of Jesus from
what the Church has rejected ?

It is well to say at the outset that I do not
think these expectations can be gratified from
what has come down to us. Of all the com-
munities and schools of thought to whom the
personality of Jesus presented any interest, the
Church itself was the one most concerned to
portray His human Nature. There were sects
and thinkers to whom He was raised altogether
above humanity : from these we cannot expect to
learn new facts of His history. There was, of
course, the indifferent heathen world outside, and
the unconverted world of Judaism, but these had
neither the time nor the inclination to investigate
the tale of the Nazarenes’ Prophet, at least, not
until independent sources of historical information
had ceased to be available. Josephus, if the
famous passage about our Lord be his, as I
believe it to be, must have been indebted to some
Christian acquaintance for his information. The
heathen Celsus is practically dependent on our
Gospels. Thus we have no source of information
about our Lord except from believers.
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CTHE GOSPEL HISTORY

gﬁfﬁ“&f‘ﬁf:ﬁ; many féﬁ@a,mm?% Qf gz‘rmi interest. if‘ ijﬁi’?:

do not give us direct historical information about
our Lord, they yet tell us much about the way in
which some of His early followers thought of Him.
They shew us the intellectual atmosphere through
which men looked back at the wonderful Figure
which stood at the beginning of the new dis-
pensation.

Let us begin with a class of writings which lie
altogether outside the domain of history in the
strict sense, viz. those Gospels which profess to
deal wholly or mainly with what happened after
the Crucifixion. We shall find these books united
by a common characteristic : they all profess to
give out a secret revelation on the authority of
the Risen Christ.  According to S. Luke in the
Acts, when our Lord appeared to the disciples
after the Resurrection, He was ‘speaking the
things concerning the Kingdom of God,’ but
beyond a command not to depart for the present
from Jerusalem, nothing is given of these con-
versations except a rebuke for overmuch curi-
osity about the time of the restoration of the
Kingdom to Israel. Later writers had more to tell,
Take, for example, the work which calls itself < Tk
Testament, or Words which our Lord, wh en % e
rose from the dead, spake to the Holy Apost
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THE TESTAMENTUM DOMINI

To us the historical setting of the Zestamentum
Domini is a transparent literary device, but we
cannot allege this with regard to the public for
which it was intended, and it is impossible to
separate it from other earlier books which make
use of the same device. The * Testament’ begins
thus :

“It came to pass, after our Lord rose from the
dead and appeared unto us, and was handled by
Thomas and Matthew and John, and we were
persuaded that our Master was truly risen from
the dead, that falling on our faces we blessed the
Father of the new world, even God, who saved us
through Jesus Christ our Lord, and being held in
very great fear we waited prostrate. . . . But
Jesus our Lord, putting His hand on each one of
us separately, lifted us up, saying, * Why hath your
heart thus fallen, and are ye stricken with great
astonishment? . . . As children of light, ask of
My Father which is in heaven the Spirit of
counsel and might, and He will fill you with the
Holy Spirit, and grant you to be with Me for
ever.”” Then the disciples ask for the Holy
Spirit, and Jesus breathes on them, and they
receive the Holy Spirit. Peter and John then
ask what are the signs of the End. There is a
long answer: the usual calamities are foretold,
signs in heaven and ragings of the sea and
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THE GOSPEL HISTORY

monstrous prodigies ; ﬁzm come exhortations to
endure patiently unto the end, then the coming of
Antichrist is foretold, and the Eastern wars that
he will inaugurate, with which is incorporated a
curious description of his personal appearance.
Meanwhile the faithful are to watch and pray
without ceasing.  The disciples receive the revela-
tion with reverent thankfulness, and ask how it is

fitting that they should arrange the mysteries of

the Church,’ ze. the order of Church services. ,
This, of course, is the real purpose of the
‘Testament.”  So our Lord replies: “ Because
that ye also have asked Me concerning the rule

ecclesiastical, I deliver and make known to you
how ye ought to order and command him who

standeth at the head of the Church, and to keep
the perfect and just and most excellent rule, in
which My Father who hath sent Me is well
pleased. . . . But because in the midst of the
assembly of the people there are, more and more,
many carnal desires, and the labourers are feeble
and few, only My perfect labourers shall know
the multitude of My words, all also which I spake
to you in private before I suffered, and which ye.
know ; ye both have them and understand them.
For ° f‘ﬁy mysteries are given to those W%}a"@ are
Mine’ (Isaiah xxiv 6), with whom [ shall rejoice
and be glad with My Father. . . . But fmm the
528




